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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 3554 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF, TH, LA, CB 

SUB J : RTG POLICY ON INDOCHINESE REFUGEES 

REF: BANGKOK 2193 

1 . BANGKOK POST FEBRUARY 17 CARRIES MAJOR HEADLINE 
READING "GOVERNMENT CLOSES DOOR ON INDOCHINESE REFUGEES." 
THE ARTICLE, WRITTEN BY UNNAMED "POST REPORTERS", SAYS 
THAT THE THAI/KHMER BORDER COMMITTEE HAS DECIDED THAT 
THAILAND WILL NOT ACCEPT ANY MORE INDOCHINESE REFUGEES 
FLEEING INTO THE COUNTRY AND INSTEAD "WILL PROSECUTE 
THEM IN COURT AND DEPORT THEM BACK TO THE COUNTRIES THEY 
CAME FROM" THE DECISION IS CHARACTERIZED AS AWAITING 
FORMAL CABINET APPROVAL. 

2. EMBASSY HAS CONTACTED UNHCR AND COL. KAMOL, HEAD 

OF THE DISPLACED PERSONS OPERATIONS CENTER OF MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR AND OUR CHIEF WORKING CONTACT. KMAOL SAYS 
THAT THIS IS NOTHING NEW AND HAS. IN THEORY, BEEN THE 
POLICY SINCE AUGUST. HE DOES NOT FORESEEN ANY MAJOR 
NEW EFFORT TO IMPLEMENT THIS POLICY. PRESENTLY RTG 
PROCEDURES ARE TO ARREST SOME OF THE REFUGEES ARRIVING, 
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JAIL FOR PERIODS RANGING UP TO SIX MONTHS. AFTER THIS, 

THE REFUGEES ARE RETURNED TO CAMPS. KAMOL DID INDICATE 
THIS PROCEDURE MIGHT BE SOMEWHAT ALTERED BY CONFINING 
NEW ARRIVALS TO A SPECIAL AREA IN EACH CAMP. IT IS NOT CLEAR 
WHETHER THIS MIGHT OCCUR AFTER JAIL TIME HAS BEEN SERVED 
OR IN LIEU OF IT. 

3. THE UNHCR DOES NOT YET SEE ANY AMJOR CHANGE IN THAI 
POLICY ON REFUGEES ALGHTOUGH THEY FEEL THE MATTER MAY BE 
HEADED FOR CABIENT CONSIDERATION. WE AND THE UNHCR 
CONTINUE TO BE MORE CONCERNED WITH THE SMALL NUMBER OF 
DEPORTATION CASES ALREADY REPORTED REFTEL AND SOME 
INDICATION THAT SUCH DEPORTATIONS ON A VERY SMALL SCALE 
MAY BE CONTINUING FOR LAO/MEO REFUGEES. 

4. WE WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED IF THERE ARE INDICATIONS 
THAT POST ARTICLE IS BASED ON ACTUAL RTG DECISION OR IF 
MATTER GETS CABINET TREATMENT. WE ARE PROBABLY STILL 
NOT ON POINT OF ACTIVE RTG EFFORTS TO TURN AWAY REFUGEES 
ALTHOUGH THE IDEA BECOMES MORE APPEALING TO THE THAI AS 
REFUGEES CONTINUE TO ARRIVE AND THE RTG MORE AND MORE 
FEELS ITSELF OVERWHELMED. 
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